School Life
Reading Comprehension
Read the following passages carefully and answer the questions.

Reading Passage 1

(rﬁ

Traditional Education

Compared with contemporary education, the education of

centuries ago put more emphasis on students” ethical development

than on their academic performance,

One of the greatest educators, Confucius, had a special
philosophy about teaching. He would set a particular criterion for
each student, since he was emphatic that every student was

presumed to be an individual with specific traits, Instead of teaching

in an imperative manner, he would create incentive for learning through

everyday experiences, Confucius used what was happening around the students to overcome

their indifference and to stimulate them to think independently. Different experiences

would be used to foster their faculty for solving problems. His pupils could also relish

learning by pondering the philosophy of life and integrating the knowledge they had

gained. Students generalized their learning and built a correct outlook on life with the

stimudi provided by their ieachers. However, academic learming was not the only thing. Using
what they had learned and being orderly were the first priorities of leaming in the old days.

In addition, the pupils in the old days might not have been able to pay the tuition due
to a deficiency of money. To repay their tutors’ efforts, students rendered great respect 1o

them and achieved their goals in life.
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‘m Choose the best answer.

The teacher was that we have to hand in our homework by Friday.

(A) orderly (B) emphatic (C) imperative (D) contemporary

2. We should not
(A) generalize (B) implement (C) relish (D) render

too much about people from different cultures.

3. This unique hotel building is perfectly with the mountains around it.

(A) relished {B) generalized (C) pondered (D) integrated

4. The teacher’s philosophy of teaching John 1o be a teacher after graduating.

(A) stimulated (B) generalized (C) presumed (D) implemented

5. You cannot that he is telling the truth before you have any evidence.

{A) ponder (B) stimulate (C) presume (D) render
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Reading Passage 2

-

High school ‘seniors around the world face a universal
challenge. In elementary school, their biggest problem was
probably the school bully hanging out in the corridors. In junior
high, students had to deal with difficult subjects such as algebra
and geometry. But getting into a good university is the toughest
challenge these students have yet faced.

Most institutions are selective about whom they let in and

some students underestimate the competition. Most schools have

instituted a set of entrance requirements in addition to a student’s overall academic
performance in high school. The hurdles to overcome can be minimized with proper
preparation, If you hope to attend a particular university, notify that school and provide your
transcripts. Compile a list of the organizations you belong to; it may be a bonus for you
when they consider your application. Universities prefer compassionate, wholesome, and
hardworking applicants.

The process of getting into a university may make you weary, but when you are on the
verge of getting in, it will all be worthwhile. A diploma is not just an honorary title. It is a
step toward a successful future, After university, you will be part of the small ratio of the
population with a university degree. It is something worth working hard for.
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'M Fill in the blanks with the best answer.

1. This {n) has stopped many students from coming to school out of fright,

2. When it comes to finding new employees, the boss is very {aadf).

3. Companies that make a profit give their employees a(n) {n) at the end of the
year,

4. The actor was given a(n) fadj) degree for his donation Lo the university.

5. In poorer countries, the (n) of men to women is slowly getting larger.

6. You are on the (n) of getting in National Taiwan University, so keep

working hard!

7. As soon as the teacher came into the (), the students stopped talking.
8. (n) often uses letters to represent numbers.
9. {n) uses math to defines shapes and sizes.
10. Music is a(n) {adi) language that people all over the world can appreciate.

gm Put the correct letters for the words in the blanks below.

Senior high students must work hard to get into college. After they take their first
exam, they | alistof their 2 academic records as well as their school 3,

The universities will then 4 qualified students for an interview. Some schools __ 5
a high standard for the applicants and only accept devoted and __ 6 applicants, but
students should never __7 __their abilities. Although there are many 8 in getting into
anideal 9 . and sometimes the process makes students 10, the obstacles can be
__11 _ with good preparation. Students can get into any school they want as long as they

work hard.
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