CLASSROOM Score High HKDSE English Mock Papers Book B (S.4-S.6)
Writing support — Set 4 Paper 2 Part B Q5

Answering Strategy

1.

Text type and format — You are asked to write a poem review. Your analysis should be based on
the meanings of the poem and the poetic devices adopted.

Genre — It is a commentary and descriptive writing. You are expected to describe and explain
the meanings of the poem and the writer’s use of poetic devices in the poem. Elaborate on your
ideas by commenting how you feel about it. You may even offer suggestions for the
improvement of the poem.

Language and formality — As this poem review is to be shared with your schoolmates, the
language should not be too difficult. When analysing the language and format of the poem, you
may explain the language items clearly by quoting the words or phrases from the poem. A
semi-formal tone can be used to show objectivity.

Organisation — You can begin the review with an introduction to the poem. In the first main part,
briefly describe its organisation of ideas, its message and how the message is conveyed, i.e.
how the poem is related to the theme ‘peace’. In the second part, you can focus on its format
and language, such as mentioning the Haiku writing style that it has adopted, and its use of
poetic devices. Examine and evaluate the effectiveness of its idea delivery. Lastly, describe your
feelings about the poem and appreciate it being an award-winning work.

Topic and vocabulary — The topic of the writing is a Haiku-style poem about peace. You should
have enough relevant ideas and vocabulary items for this topic. You can refer to the following
ideas and vocabulary items.
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Useful vocabulary items and expressions

Verbs / verb phrases
arouse sb.’s awareness
consist of

depict

employ

engage

generate

imply

deserve

infer

picture

guestion

reveal

sacrifice

Nouns / noun phrases
a considerable number

battle
consequence
eagerness
irony
linguistic device
metaphor
necessity
outcome
preciousness
preciseness
reflection
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rhetorical question
scene
significance
termination

troop

Adjectives
bloody
convincing
destructive
longing
memorable
inspiring
miserable
desperate
reasonable
structuralised
subtle
violent

Adverb
universally

Others
a considerable number
thousands of
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