CLASSROOM Score High HKDSE English Mock Papers Book B (S.4-S.6)
Writing support — Set 1 Paper 2 Part B Q4

Answering Strategy

1.

Text type and format — You are asked to write a letter of advice to a friend. You should address
your friend with ‘Dear Pat’ at the beginning and end your letter with a friendly complimentary
close like ‘Best, Chris’, ‘Cheers, Chris’ and ‘Take care, Chris’.

Genre — It is an advisory writing. You are expected to give advice on how to prepare for a debate,
encourage your friend and boost his confidence.

Language and formality — When writing a letter to a friend, you don’t need to use polished and
formal words. Supportive language is preferred to show that you are on his side. You can use
imperatives or modal verbs like ‘can’ and ‘should’ when giving advice. Contracted forms and
some slang words may also be used to show friendliness.

Organisation — You should greet Pat at the beginning of the letter. In the later paragraphs, give
suggestions and recommend techniques for preparing for the debate competition with some
examples, and try to cheer Pat up. At the end of the letter, you may offer more help to Pat.

Topic and vocabulary — The theme of this letter is advice on debate technigues. You should
have enough relevant ideas and vocabulary items for this topic. You can refer to the following
ideas and vocabulary items.

Useful vocabulary items and expressions

Verbs / verb phrases

Nouns / noun phrases

address Pfeeeeen B isolated example ENIRE
anticipate TERE tournament EIRE
back XFF crossfire Bl
deliver s
exaggerate B Adjectives
fall apart F % aggressive HEHLHY
humiliate = persuasive st IRy
pluck up sb.’s courage L AER talkative faakny
refine & well-prepared HEH B
refute = Others
win sb. over STk B YN i advance F
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