
CLASSROOM Reading Elite for Junior Secondary Schools (S.2)  
Vocabulary Enrichment Exercise 20 

 

Complete the exercise below with the words from the word box.  

 

imparting     pithy     exasperated     enrage     foretold 

molecules     handing down     mood swings     condense 

 

1. In order to conclude a speech clearly, speakers are advised to ______________ all of their 

foregoing ideas into a few sentences near its end. 

 

2. To most Brazilians, the ‘OK’ hand gesture, a common sign used around the globe to show 

assent, is extensively thought to be synonymous with the middle finger, hence a highly 

offensive and insulting sign that will ______________ them if used improperly. 

 

3. ‘What else can you give as a motive that drives Miss Poon, ______________ with the 

realisation that her son has been bullied by his classmates for months, to write a complaint 

letter to the school, if it isn’t her maternal instinct to protect her kid?’ asked the principal. 

 

4. The prophecy of the end of the world ______________ by the Mayans was treated by most 

scientists as a groundless prediction because there was not enough evidence suggesting the 

possibility of planets colliding, which the Mayans thought would lead to doomsday. 

 

5. In many affluent Asian families, the practice of ______________ family heirlooms from 

the elders to their offspring has remained a family tradition that represents the inheritance of 

family legacy. 

 

6. Even after three decades of teaching, she’s retained her youthful belief that the goal of 

education should go beyond ______________ knowledge, as its final objective, she thinks, is 

to guide one to become a responsible citizen who contributes to the overall betterment of 

mankind with one’s knowledge. 

 

7. An electron microscope is superior to a light microscope when it comes to producing high-

resolution images, as the former is capable of getting a clearer view at the structure of small 

______________ such as cells or viruses. 

 

8. Because of sudden increases in hormones and metabolic rates, pregnant women are more 

likely to experience ______________ over trivial matters. 

 

9. In a debate competition, it is crucial for the first speakers of both teams to make a 

______________ introduction of the topic, with each key term clearly defined in order to set 

up a framework for further arguments. 

 


