
CLASSROOM Reading Elite for Junior Secondary Schools (S.2)  
Vocabulary Enrichment Exercise 13 

 

Complete the exercise below with the words from the word box.  

 

noticeable     trivial     dwelling on     insignificant     overburden 

relief     impulse     meditation     disrupt     suppress 

has…up his sleeve 

 
1. Moralists see human clones and genetically modified babies as equally problematic: both 
are biotechnological attempts to bypass human’s physical constraints to ______________ the 
natural order of existence. 
 
2. The aims of rehabilitation centres are to mould young offenders into law-abiding citizens, 
to provide them with life and vocational guidance, and to prevent them from 
______________ the mistakes they have made in the past. 
 
3. The prime minister, having successfully resolved some of the most pressing issues that 
remained unchecked over the past two decades, including citizens’ deep-seated distrust of the 
government, is considered the most competent and resourceful governor the nation has ever 
had, as he always ______________ ideas ______________ that would bring about win-win 
results. 
 
4. The moment Koey saw the new, gracefully displayed gPhone 21, she felt suddenly a strong 
nerve ______________ running through her body. And this awful sensation would keep 
visiting her, with it getting more and more unbearable each time, until the coming of the pay 
day. 
 
5. During the debate, the environmentalist cited examples of the self-healing power of nature 
after each natural disaster to make his point that mankind is too weak and ______________ to 
be compared to Mother Nature. 
 
6. Present-day ______________, a safe and economical practice that aims to reduce stress and 
to achieve mental clarity, is substantially different from what it was in the past, a religious 
practice that aims at spiritual elevation. 
 
7. In the hope of putting an end to the many insults that lasted years, the woman decided to 
spend all her savings on a cosmetic surgery in Korea, knowing that it might bring forth a 
______________ change to her self-claimed ‘mediocre’ appearance. 
 
8. The recent proposal to make Chinese literature a compulsory subject in secondary school 
curriculum was met with strong opposition from the education sector, with many teachers 
fearing that such a change would ______________ pupils. 
 
9. ‘Taking antacids provides temporary ______________ from your stomach ache. In the 
long run, you ought to start eating properly to solve the problem once and for all,’ said a 
physician to his chronic gastritis patient. 
 
10. The symptoms that the newly discovered virus causes, like coughing and fatigue, are not 
terrifying. It is, rather, the virus’s ability to quickly ______________ one’s immune system 
that frightens people around the world. 
 
11. Having dealt with customer complaints for years, I personally detest those about 
______________ matters, like the lemon not being sour enough and the chips being too 
crispy. 

 


