
CLASSROOM Reading Elite for Junior Secondary Schools (S.1)  
Vocabulary Enrichment Exercise 13 

 

Complete the exercise below with the words from the word box.  

 

indigestion     morphoses     substances     hostess gifts     inverted 

Pollination     taken aback     constipation     passageway 

cluster     ailments     poignant     antioxidant 

 
1. People who work long hours in front of computers are likely to be troubled by blurry vision 
and sore eyes. These minor ______________, if not taken seriously, might result in more 
serious conditions like retinal tears. 
 
2. Lemon water is rich in Vitamin C, an ______________ that helps boost one’s immune 
system and fight against the cold bugs during the cold season. 
 
3. Ever since the manufacturing industry in Hong Kong started going downhill, Wong Chuk 
Hang, once an industrial district with a cluster of factories, has been gradually redeveloped 
into a ______________ of office buildings and hotels. 
 
4. Christopher, a long-time patient of ______________, found a cure at last after visiting a 
doctor who advised him to take high doses of probiotics every day. 
 
5. I’m glad that I have known many foodie friends, who always bring me good food and good 
wine as ______________ whenever they come over to my place for parties. 
 
6. Gastritis, a disease that causes ______________ and pain in the stomach, is common 
among white-collar workers, who usually cannot have their meals regularly because of heavy 
workload. 
 
7. How ironic it is to see politicians, who are trained to be critical thinkers, attach themselves 
blindly to opinions that support their stance, but refuse to take the ______________ opinions 
of their opponents seriously! 
 
8. After receiving consecutive weeks of intensive training on etiquette and public speaking, 
most contestants of this beauty pageant have shown drastic changes in their behavior and 
appearance, as if they have undergone ‘______________’ like the ugly duckling which turns 
into an elegant swan. 
 
9. Along the long underground ______________ which connects different concourses of 
Causeway Bay station hung countless alluring advertisements. 
 
10. American poet Sylvia Plath, influenced by her ______________ break-up with her 
husband and anxiety, wrote dark and hard-to-read poems in the last few months of her life, as 
if she wanted to let the readers feel her pain. 
 
11. ______________ is a process that leads to reproduction in the plant, in which animals 
such as bees and butterflies help carry pollens from one flower to another, so that it can make 
its seeds and produce its offspring. 
 
12. A plastic container without a microwave-save label, if heated in the microwave, may 
release toxic chemical ______________ that put one’s life at risk. 
 
13. Her friends were ______________ by the changes in her looks: an upturn nose, bigger 
eyes, fuller lips, all of which appeared after she got obsessed with artificial beauty and 
received plastic surgery in South Korea. 


