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Online HKDSE exam analyses

V Paper 1 Themes (2012-2020) excerpt

Year Part A Part B1 Part B2

2020

Heritage conversation: 
Tai Kwun 

 Perspective: HK
  To discuss

Hobby: Kite flying
 Perspective: general & HK 

  To instruct and discuss

Personal experience: Advice 
column of a comedian

 Perspective: UK
  To recount

2019

Life skills: Mess can be a 
good organisational system 

 Perspective: general
  To discuss

Hobby: Reading
 Perspective: HK

  To promote, discuss & 
propose  

Personal experience: A class 
pet wanted to be a class rebel

 Perspective: Australia
  To recount

2018

Life skills: 
Music and concentration

 Perspective: general 
  To discuss

Animals: bee stings and 
beekeeping 

 Perspective: HK
  To instruct and explain

Farming: Beekeeping
 Perspective: China & UK

  To discuss and describe

	 	 V Paper 1 Text Types (2012-2020)

Part A A Part B1 B1 Part B2 B2

Hot Article 5 Article 11 Article 7

Interview 2 Letter to the editor 4 Autobiography 2

Book review 1 Web page 2 Column 1

Article + comments 1 Guide 1 Book review 1

Short story 1 Presentation slides 1 Article + comments 1

Classified ad 1 Infographic 1 Book excerpt 1

Listicle 1 Restaurant review 1

Witness statement 1

Topics-based assessments Easy referencing icons

 DSE  Latest HKDSE style question types

  Challenging questions

Similar topics

Similar topics
Similar topics

All topics are listed 
to show strong 
cohesion with the 
modules.

 Scan to view more HKDSE exam trends

Book Features (Book A)
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Paper 1 Reading passages

Paper 1 Up-to-date questions

Overprinted explanations

Matching 
main ideas 
to the correct 
paragraphs

Formats reflecting the latest HKDSE patterns

Detailed explanations and question 
levels provided for each question

Engaging topics

Proofreading MC cloze

Flow chart
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Paper 2 Writing Part A

Paper 2 Writing Part B

Organised writing ideas

			

Trending 
topics

Most recent 
text types

For teachers: helpful 
hints for all parts of 
each question

For students: online 
writing support

Various 
prompts 
given 

Creative writing

Relevant 
and relatable 
content
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Paper 3 Listening Part A

Paper 3 Listening Part B

Authentic DSE exam marking tools

FAQ

Labelling floor plan 

Manageable tasks in 
earlier sets to build 
skills and confidence

Wide range of 
question types: 

Updated text types

Task Outline and Sample 
Answer showing:
  Structure
  Data file adaptation 

Marking Scheme 
detailing how to approach 
the questions correctly



SET 2 - RP 2

Part A – This is the compulsory part. Answer all questions in this part.
Read Texts 1-2 and answer questions 1-22 in the Question-Answer Book for Part A.
 

Text 1

Film Reviews

‘Dancing’ Among the Ruins

    
 Roger Eaton   October 30, 20XX

[1] Despite the controversies that first surrounded the film’s treatment
of mental illness and its glorification of violence and rage, Todd Phillips’s latest directorial feature Joker 
has received almost universally favourable online reviews in print, standing ovations in cinema halls, 
and huge box office worldwide. Such powerful and positive responses from the public may seem out of 
proportion with its simple plot and ‘light-heartedness’—because the original story is from comic books.

[2] The critics who make a judgement like this, however, may have misunderstood the nature of the 
film. Being a character study, a drama about one particular person, it naturally has the main character’s 
personality and development, among a group of other minor characters, as the focus of its storytelling. 
And it does this exceedingly well. 

[3] Half of the film’s unusual excellence was already there with the brave choices that the director 
had made, which one cannot help but admire. Instead of a superhero, we meet Arthur Fleck (Joaquin 
Phoenix)—first a professional clown, then a failed stand-up comedian, and finally an unwilling criminal. 
Instead of having him meet a worthy challenge and overcome it, we witness first his failed struggle 
with depression and with a pitiable neurological condition, then his contrasting feeling of liberation 
after surrendering himself to madness. Lastly, instead of celebrating love and support from family and 
friends, the film slowly reveals that his mother is insensitive, his co-workers teasing and selfish, the 
social service programme and the medications unhelpful. His life as a whole is absent from love and 
many other positive human feelings. 

[4] Tragedy is often defined as the downfall of a noble hero. The tragic hero is in conflict with fate 
and brings misfortune upon himself. His decisions to disobey fate send him down to the road of tragedy, 
which evokes audience’s pity and fear. In this regard, Joker’s story is hardly tragic—it is no more than 
the story of a humble man being pushed past his breaking point by other people and finally flying off the 
handle as destined. 

[5] Thanks to Phoenix’s emotional take on this troubled man’s descent into madness, which has 
earned the actor great acclaim, one can quickly look past the negative identities given to the character 
and find much more than evilness in him—for example, a fragile everyman who is relatable to many of 
us. Particularly successful in inducing mixed emotions like this are the following scenes: tears dropping 
from the man’s clownish face—a face with a forced smile that he must wear as a clown—in the dressing 
table mirror; his sickly mother Penny (Frances Conroy) encouraging him to see himself as a joyous 
light in the world that brings people laughter; confessing to his psychiatrist, in hysterical laughter, that 
he hopes his death would make more cents than his life; and, finally, reading out one of his journal 
entries—‘the worst part of having a mental illness is people expect you to behave as if you don’t.’ 
Anyone with a heart, watching all these, cannot help sinking into thoughts about the huge difference 
between reality and public perception of mental disorders. 

[6] However, the vitality of one actor’s performance could not make up for its flaw of having a 
misleading message. True, Gotham City, where Fleck lives, is a reflection of the world we live in—a 
place ruled by the wealthy few who are powerful while the rest live in fear of unemployment. It is also 
true that it is such inequality, not the people’s ill will, that is the deepest cause of riots and violence: Fleck 
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SET 3 - RP 2

Part A – This is the compulsory part. Answer all questions in this part.
Read Texts 1-2 and answer questions 1-22 in the Question-Answer Book for Part A.

Classified Ad 1 

Are you looking for the last album of Michael Jackson?

I am selling Invincible, Michael Jackson’s last studio album before his death in 2009, for $1,000. 

Though that may sound expensive (for an album that has sold more than six million copies), mine is 

special as it was bought on the first day of its release and signed by the King of Pop himself. It is also 

unsealed! 

If interested, please call 9272 0483.

5

Classified Ad 2

Michael Jackson Style Dance Class by Anthony King

The main focus of Anthony’s weekly open classes is to let students have fun through Michael Jackson’s 

music and dance. He teaches all of the classic Jackson hits, from ‘Billie Jean’ to ‘Thriller’ to ‘Smooth 

Criminal’.

The classes are specifically designed for beginners. They suit dancers of all levels, though.

10

Classified Ad 3

I teach all of Jackson’s dance moves in groups, from the easy to the difficult

Dancing team coach qualified in the UK. Over 10 years of teaching experience, with many students 

who are now successful dancers. Conveniently located in Central. Refine cooperation skills among team 

members, especially between the lead and the others. Basic dancing skills and knowledge required.

Call 9634 5831 to get a 45-min trial lesson for free.

15

‘We shouldn’t focus on artists’ behaviour in private. It’s unfair to disqualify 
the music because of the singer’s private life,’ many music critics have 
commented. Are they right? 

 [1] In 2019, ten years after Michael Jackson’s death, Channel 4 in the UK and HBO in the US co-produced 

and broadcasted Leaving Neverland, a new documentary about the long-standing allegations of child 

sex abuse against the superstar. It focuses on the first-hand accounts in support of the claim given by 

two of the ‘victims’, now full-grown adults, in their own words. 

  [2] A few months later in the same year, another documentary about the legendary singer was announced 

to be in the process of editing and soon to be released. Produced by a Spanish filmmaker, who himself 

is a big MJ fan, Music. Love. Billie Jean (the documentary’s planned title) treats its subject more 

positively. It, too, explores his personal side, and it will not try to provide a defence to the charges 

made in the earlier documentary. However, it focuses on his artistic achievements, the creation 
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SET 3 - RP 6

[1]  You may have heard that there was a plum 
job available in Australia: earning HKD$870,000 
in 6 months by promoting a tropical island  — by 
living in luxury on it. In fact, a lot of people can 
still remember the media blitz ignited years ago 
by Queensland Tourism’s AUD$1.7m ‘the Best 
Job in the World’ advertising campaign. Over a 
4-month period during which they advertised for the 
position, over 34,000 applicants sent in the required 
one-minute video to compete for the position. 
The designers of the campaign claimed that it had 
generated AUD$332 million in publicity in the first 
year and a half, reaching over 3,000,000,000 people – 
talk about money well-spent. Queensland’s premier, 
Anna Bligh, declared it was ‘the most successful 
tourism marketing campaign in history’. It also came 
8th on a list of the top 50 publicity stunts in the world 
compiled by Taylor Herring.

[2] Industry awards were rolling in for the innovative 
advertising campaign, which won 3 top prizes at the 
Cannes Lions International Advertising Festival, 
and we can expect it to show the way ahead for an 
advertising industry that is struggling to reach large 
groups of people in the information age. It would not 
only cost hundreds of millions of dollars to replicate 
the market coverage of the best job in the world 
campaign; it might be completely impossible. People 
are developing resistance to traditional television 
and print advertising, so the creators turned to social 
networking sites for their success, with the original 
campaign consciously using Myspace, Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter, along with traditional media, 
to draw people into their website (www.islandreefjob.
com). 

[3]  The real genius of the campaign came after that 
though – the applicants provided the content and the 
advertising. Each of the applicants was enslaved by 
the desire to increase the buzz as they tried to attract 
people’s attention and win in the online voting stage. 
That was 34,000 free employees trying to spread 
the message with great personal motivation. The 
key result was that there were over 230,000 blogs 
with tags to the best job in the world: that type of 
message spread faster and made a deeper impression 
on audience than the traditional media. The strategy 
continued with the job itself as Ben (doubtlessly 
with the help of the tourism department) created a 
mass of Internet material on his blog and released 
constant Twitter feeds to keep people’s attention on 
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Not Exactly a Win-win Deal

the islands. Those people who followed his daily 
adventures were clearly more committed to the 
Queensland brand than somebody who had seen 
pictures of the reef just once on TV.

[4]  There is one question remaining though. 
Basically, it was not a job – it was a PR gimmick. 
It’s instructive to look at the case study of the 
campaign put together by the agency that designed it, 
SapientNitro. As they put it: 

     We decided to offer something priceless. A prize 
that would capture the imagination of people all over 
the world. A prize that isn’t a prize – it’s a job. 

In terms of traditional career advice then, the job was 
a loser game. Over the working period of 6 months, 
there was no potential for self-development, for 
promotion or for improving one’s career aspirations. 
What exactly will the winner put on his résumé 
afterwards – fed fish for 6 months in Australia? 
More painfully, it was a job where the bosses 
didn’t really know what they wanted you to do. 
The original purpose of the campaign was to create 
media activities, and it did it well, but what then? 
Nobody knew. For example, shortly after Southall 
took up his post, controversy emerged when he hadn’t 
kept up with his blog posting and video diary duties. 
In the job application, it only requested weekly 
postings, which he had far more than fulfilled. Still, 
it was impossible for him to meet the expectations 
raised by the format of the marketing campaign and 
the resulting media circus (think of the family and 
friends of the many unsuccessful applicants who were 
only interested because of their personal connection 
with the candidates). 

[5]  Luckily, Southall acted as how he portrayed 
himself: a guy with a can-do spirit and high energy 
who could adapt to new situations and possesses great 
communication skills and problem-solving abilities. 
He took up the challenge by starting a campaign to 
choose 4 more people to live on the island and help 
him out (thus continuing the relentless advertising 
push, of course). Queensland Tourism seemed to 
have made the best choice in picking the winner, and, 
as for the winner himself, this is how he concluded 
his job after 6 months of work: ‘It has been very busy 
– busier than most people would have imagined, and 
certainly busier than I had imagined. I’m now tired – 
and perhaps in need of a holiday.’
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Text 4

Part B2

Read Texts 4-5 and answer questions 39-58 in the Question-Answer Book for Part B2. 
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END OF READING PASSAGES

Text 5

6 May 20XX

Winner announced for ‘the best job in the world’ 

[1]  After a four-month media frenzy, the best job in the world has been landed by Briton Ben Southall, 
34. The total package is impressive: he will live rent-free with his girlfriend in a three-bedroom home 
on Hamilton Island, overlooking the islands of the Great Barrier Reef, with a salary of AUD$150,000 
for 6 months’ ‘work’. Other perks include a swimming pool and a golf cart for transportation.

[2]  To get this job, Mr Southall had navigated through an arduous application process. In the first 
round, more than 34,000 contestants from different countries in the world, outside sub-Saharan Africa 
and North Korea, sent in one-minute videos highlighting their qualifications for the job. Mr Southall’s 
video included exotic clips from his sponsored journey around Africa to raise money for disabled 
ex-servicemen and African farmers: riding an ostrich, running marathons, climbing mountains and 
kissing a giraffe. It was enough to get him into the final round, which consisted of 16 applicants from 
15 countries going to Australia for a 4-day testing process that included swimming, barbecuing and 
interviewing with a panel of experts. According to Tourism Minister Peter Lawlor, Mr Southall got the 
nod for his ability to communicate, to take the initiative and to rise to a challenge.

[3]  In fact, in his video, Mr Southall described himself as an ‘adventurous, crazy, energetic one’, and 
that appears to be what Tourism Queensland, the organiser of the contest, was looking for. The official 
position is as the ‘caretaker’ of the island; he needs only to ‘explore the islands of the Great Barrier 
Reef, swim, snorkel, make friends with the locals and generally enjoy the tropical Queensland climate 
and lifestyle’. However, a careful look at the website shows that the main job will be to promote the 
area’s tourist potential via a photo diary, weekly blogs, video updates and ongoing media interviews. 
He will be promoting tourism in the area heavily, and will doubtlessly need all of his energy.
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

SET 3 - PAPER 1 3

	 3.	 Some	of	the	comments	below	are	from	the	writers	of	the	classified	ads.	Match	each	comment	with	a	classified	
ad	in	Text	1.	 (3 marks)

 (i)  I	am	a	new	teacher.

	 	 A.	 Ad	1

	 	 B.	 Ad	2

	 	 C.	 Ad	3

	 	 D.	 Does	not	match	any	ad

 (ii)  I	have	a	special	item	for	sale.

	 	 A.	 Ad	1

	 	 B.	 Ad	2

	 	 C.	 Ad	3

	 	 D.	 Does	not	match	any	ad

 (iii)  I	don’t	teach	beginners.

	 	 A.	 Ad	1

	 	 B.	 Ad	2

	 	 C.	 Ad	3

	 	 D.	 Does	not	match	any	ad

Text 2

 4.	 The	writer	talks	about	‘the	first-hand	accounts	in	support	of	the	claim’	(line	6);	but	in	support	of	what	claim?

  

  

DSE

	A	 B	 C	 D
    

	A	 B	 C	 D
   

	A	 B	 C	 D
    



Answers written in the margins will not be marked.
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SET 3 - PAPER 1 6

 15.	 Complete	the	summary	of	paragraphs	4-6	by	writing	ONE	word	in	each	blank.	You	should	make	sure	your	
answers	are	grammatically	correct.	 (5 marks)

 

Michael Jackson’s Adult Life

Even	though	MJ	had	poor	public	image,	he	deserves	some	sympathy	when	some	aspects	of	his	
life	are	considered.

Here	are	two	aspects	of	his	adult	life:

1. On the Stage

He	was	a	first-rate	artist.	His	albums	are	

historically	successful:	one	of	them	is	the	

best-selling	album	of	all	(i)	 . 

Moreover,	his	dancing	skills	were	so	

memorable	that	people	still	revisit	his	

live	performances	(ii)	  even 

today.

2. Out of the Spotlight

He	did	not	seem	emotionally	connected	

to	anyone.	People	close	to	him	generally	

saw	him	as	a	successful	person	who	helped	

them	make	(iii)	 .	Also,	he	

could	be	a	victim	of	injustice	because	of	

his	(iv)	 .

Above	all	else,	both	his	talents	and	his	poor	(v)	 	can	be	seen	as	reasons	for	not	

judging	him	too	harshly.	

	16.	 Find	a	word	in	paragraph	5	that	can	be	replaced	by	‘excuse’.

  

	17.	 Explain	why	the	writer	thinks	Michael	Jackson	did	charity	work	‘for	Africa’	(line	31).	

  

  

	18.	 The	writer	uses	‘this’	twice	in	paragraph	5	(lines	30	and	31).	What	does	the	pronoun	refer	to?

  

  

DSE
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SET 4 - PAPER 1 3

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

 6. According to paragraph 4, the argument against multitasking is valid when multitasking…

  A. is applied to some simple tasks.

  B. does not involve switching between tasks.

  C. is based on our intuitions.

  D. has little difference from hard work.

 7.	 Based	on	the	information	in	paragraphs	3-6,	complete	the	flow	chart	of	the	argument	against	multitasking	by	
writing ONE word taken from the text in each blank. (7 marks)

  We should at least be (i)  of our own intuitions

about multitasking. Although science shows that it is possible from a

(ii)  perspective, the claim that we are able to be

continually (iii)  to multiple tasks may not be true.

Therefore, provided that a monotasker and a multitasker are 

(iv)  capable, they can finish a certain number of 

tasks in roughly the same time. There is no (v)  in 

asking questions about how advanced one can multitask.

Only real multitasking—not just switching between tasks—involves doing

two things (vi)  once, and no one can do that without

something being lost—in the (vii)  sense.

Assumption 
(paragraphs 4-5)

Thought experiment 
(paragraph 3)

 
Conclusion 

(paragraph 6)

 A B C D
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SET 4 - PAPER 1 7

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

 21.	 Two	friends	are	discussing	the	article	about	multitasking	(paragraphs	1-8).	Use	the	information	from	the	text	
to match statements in each speech bubble with the paragraph that contains similar ideas. Write the number 
of the paragraph next to the speech bubble. Each paragraph number can be used once only. Some paragraph 
numbers	are	not	used.	The	first	one	has	been	done	for	you	as	an	example.	 (6 marks)

  

Paragraph

e.g. 1

My tutor was unhappy 
with me because I was 
unable to deal with regular 
schoolwork and the tasks 
he had assigned to me at 
the same time.

Paragraph

(ii) 

Exactly. Once, I tried to 
multitask. I wrote a paper 
while listening to his audio 
notes. I found myself 
unable to recall anything 
afterwards.

Paragraph

(iv) 

Right. I remember feeling 
very exhausted every 
time. Like the body, the 
brain gets ‘hungry’ and 
can’t function well. I get 
irritated more easily too.

Paragraph

(vi) 

I really can’t see why so 
many people think highly 
of such a way of working.

Jessica Walt

I don’t get it. Everything 
takes time. What difference 
would it make even if 
you try to multitask? The 
overall number of tasks 
done would just be the 
same.

Paragraph

(i) 

Multitasking is possible, 
sure. But can’t people 
realise that our brain works 
very poorly while doing 
that? It’s scientifically 
confirmed!

Paragraph

(iii) 

The people I know 
who call themselves 
‘multitaskers’ would be 
better off if they do that 
less often and less heavily, 
in my opinion.

Paragraph

(v) 

DSE

END OF PART A
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SET 4 - PAPER 1 15

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

 56. Several situations from the text are described below, along with their implications. Complete the information 
by writing ONE word in each blank below. Your answers must be grammatically correct. (6 marks)

SITUATION IMPLICATION

Paragraph
4

The wife was teased for spending a bit 

more for (i) .

Women are encouraged to form

identity through shopping under

(ii)  pressure.

Paragraph
5

The wife assumes that her family 

members would go shopping with her 

even though she may end up buying 

(iii) .

Chinese-speaking shoppers enjoy 

shopping in family 

(iv) .

Paragraph
7

The wife’s sister did not

(v)  to buy an 

expensive item.

Shopaholics often make 

(vi)  shopping

decisions.

 57. Match the person(s) on the left with the statement which best represents their thoughts listed on the right. 
Write the letter (A-E) on the line next to the person’s name. Each letter can be used ONCE only. (5 marks)

 Persons Answers Statements

  (i) Kalk and Campbell
A. ‘It’s important to compare prices. It’s often worth   
 spending time on bargaining.’

(ii) The wife’s sister B. ‘Shopping is a type of social behaviour.’

(iii) The writer
C. ‘Men may spend more time than women may when   
 shopping for sports products.’

(iv) Ackerman and 
 Tellis

D. ‘I wouldn’t have believed such a thing so easily if science  
 and experience hadn’t been on my side.’

(v) Dr Raghunathan
E. ‘To understand gender differences in shopping behaviour,  
	 we	must	first	look	at	how	the	activity	is	looked	on	by	each		
 gender.’

DSE

DSE



 1

Set 1

② One of your classmates have been bullied, but he was afraid to report it to either his parents or teachers. Yesterday, you  

decided to inform the class teacher of what happened.

	 	 ●	 Write	a	report	on	the	bullying	cases	involving	this	classmate.

	 	 ●	 	Give	background	information,	describe	the	cases	and	make	a	request	for	appropriate	response.

	 	 ●	 Give	your	report	a	title.

③ You	are	a	reporter	for	the	sports	section	of	Hong Kong Teen,	a	local magazine.	Since	there	have	been	several	deadly	
hiking	accidents,	you	have	been	asked	to	write	a	guide	to	safety	precautions	for	beginners.

	 	 ●	 Write	a	safety	guide	for	beginning	hikers.

	 	 ●	 Give	safety	tips	before	and	while	hiking.

	 	 ●	 Give	your	guide	a	title.

④	 Society	is	greatly	influenced	by	pop	culture.	Some	think	pop	culture	brings	more	harm	than	good	while	others	argue	that	

pop culture deserves more recognition.

	 	 Do	you	think	pop	culture	has	a	negative	influence	on	young	people?

	 	 ●	 Write	an	article	for	a	column	in	Hong Kong Teen,	a	local	magazine	stating	your	opinion.

	 	 ●	 	Choose	two	or	three	areas	of	pop	culture	from	the	chart	below	and	justify	your	view	by	giving	examples.

	 	 ●	 Give	your	article	a	title.

 

Comics

Trendy Gadgets

Music

Video Games

Pop Culture Influencers

⑤   You are entering a short story competition. Describe the  

  events leading up to the image below.

	 	 ●	 Write	a	short	story	about	a	giraffe.

	 	 ●	 Give	the	story	a	happy	ending.

	 	 ●	 Give	your	story	a	title.

DSE

DSE

For questions 2–5, choose ONE question and write about 400 words	in	the	space	provided	in	the	question-answer	book.	
Indicate which question you are going to attempt in the question number box.

Classroom Score High Mock Papers 
Writing Part B Questions
for the 2024 HKDSE Renewal

To	check the 

Answer Key, refer 

to	the	keys	below:

Q2=Q2

Q3=Q4

Q4=Q6

Q5=Q7
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Good morning Principal, teachers and fellow students,

I’m honoured to have the opportunity to say goodbye to our school on behalf of all

graduating students. This morning I’d like to talk about what our school means to us.

5

10

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.
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You have TWO hours to answer Question 1 in Part A and ONE question from Part B.

Part A

For question 1, write about 200 words in the space provided on pages 2 and 3.

 a You are the Head Prefect in your school. You are preparing a farewell speech for the last day of school. You 
want to talk about the following in your speech:

  ● the most important thing you have learnt in your school
  ● the thing you will miss most about your school

  The first part of the speech has been written for you. Finish the speech.

DSE
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 e Learning English through Short Stories

  You have entered a short story writing competition of the Creative Writing Week at your school. The 

theme for the competition is ‘My Robot Friend’.

  ● Write the story.

  ● Tell the story in the first person.

  ● Give your story a title.

 f Learning English through Sports Communication

  Summer holiday is coming and you have decided to gain some work experience this year. You are 

going to apply for a position at Happy Valley Gym, a sports centre. You can choose one from the 

following positions:

  ● a reception clerk

  ● a badminton coach

  ● a sports promoter

  Write a letter to the employer explaining why you should be hired for the position. Sign your letter 

‘Chris Wong’. Do not write an address.

 g Learning English through Workplace Communication

  You cousin, Peter, is going to attend a job interview in a local travel agency. He has asked you for 

advice on how to prepare for it.

  ● Write an email to your cousin.

  ● Share interview skills.

  ● Explain what qualifies someone to become a competent travel guide.

  ● Describe the prospect of working in the industry.

DSE
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	h Learning English through Poems and Songs

  You work part-time for the Department of Health. The department has initiated a campaign to prevent 
tobacco use and has held a poetry competition about it. The following is the winning entry:

Just have one

Light, light and catch the happiest spark!

Flutters and then burns -

smoke to fill your lungs.

A breath of contentment and another -

as years travel away, foreshortened

in this pastime.

Their end is fleeting as it goes out.

  ● Write a review to be put on the department’s website.

  ● Explain why the poem is worthy of winning first prize.

	i Learning English through Short Stories

  The English Club of your school is organising a fable-rewriting project. The details are as follows:

  In the tale The Three Little Pigs, the three pigs build houses of different materials. 
The Big Bad Wolf blows down the house made of straw and then the house made of 
sticks, but he is unable to destroy the house made of bricks. Hard work pays off, as 
the moral of the fable goes.

  ● Rewrite the fable.

  ● Use the same characters.

  ● Imagine the three pigs building a house together.

  ● Express a moral through the story.

DSE

End of Questions for Part B
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SET 1 - PAPER 3 - A 4

Task 2     (10 marks)

During the school closure, Amy’s English teacher has assigned a group project to her class. She is not sure 
about the requirements of the project, so she is calling her English teacher, Mr Ho, for more details. Listen to the 
conversation and write the information in the spaces below. You now have 30 seconds to study the task. At the end 
of the task, you will have one minute to tidy up your answers.

Requirements of English Project
Number of group members:  Three

Names of group members:  • Amy Wong

  • (13) 

  • (14) 

Means of communication among members

(15) 

(16) 

(17) Topics: Teenage subcultures (Tick THREE boxes)

 a) popular slang

 b) Internet communication

 c) comics and animations

 d) Internet bullying

 e) worship of pop idols

 f) pursuit of brand-name products

 g) popular TV dramas

Three phases of submission 

1st submission date: (18) 

2nd submission date: (19) 

3rd submission date: (20) 

Method of submission: (21) 

Email address of the teacher-in-charge: (22) 

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

AudioAudioAudioAudio

End of Task 2

DSE
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Task 5: Flyer     (16 marks) 
Complete the flyer for Miss Tang’s reference using information from the B1 Data File and your own notes.

Student Travelling Association Presents:
Cultural Exchange Tour

Part 1 — Details of the tour

Objectives of the tour: 

(1) 

(2) 

Locations: (3) Tokyo, Kyoto and 

Duration: (4) 

Part 2 — Application

DOCUMENTS

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

COSTS

(5) HK$ 

Include:

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Exclude:

(9) 

Part 3 — Contact and enquiry

(13) 

(14) 

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

End of Task 5

DSE
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CLASSROOM SCORE HIGH IN HKDSE ENGLISH MOCK PAPERS (BOOK A)

HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 3

PART B1
DATA FILE

Set 1

Part B

Situation

You are Diana Lam, the External Secretary of the Student Union. You are appointed as the Student Representative 

of your school’s Counselling Team.

You will listen to the recording of a meeting. In the recording, you will hear teachers of your school discussing a 

Health Week that your school is planning to organise. Take notes under the appropriate headings.

Before the recording is played, you will have five minutes to study the Question-Answer Book and the Data File 

to familiarise yourself with the situation and the tasks.

Complete the tasks by following the instructions in the Question-Answer Book and on the recording. You will find 

all the information you need in the Question-Answer Book, the Data File and on the recording. As you listen, you 

can make notes on page 2 of the Data File.

You now have five minutes to familiarise yourself with the Question-Answer Book and the Data File.

CONTENTS
   Page

 1. Listening note-taking sheet for brainstorming session on proposed topics  2

 2. Email from Mr Chan to Diana Lam  3

 3. Rundown of Low-fat Cooking Competition  3

 4. Mind map on Mr Chan’s notebook  4

 5. List of students’ performance in Home Economics  5

 6. Health Week promotion letter of last year   6

 7. List of merits categories for students  7

 8. Notes from Mr Chan’s notebook  7

HKDSE
ENG LANG
PAPER 3

DF

Not to be taken away before the 
end of the examination session
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Health Week surveys on all students 

Did you take part in last year’s Health Week? Will you take part in this year’s Health Week?

What were you most dissatisfied with in last year’s Health Week?

Which topic(s) are you interested in this year’s Health Week?
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Junior forms

Senior forms

No

Yes

No

Yes

13%

1%

87% 99%

Child 
obesity

Internet 
addiction

Teenage 
drug abuse

Underage sex
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f 
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en

ts

Venue

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%
Time Dates Variety of

activities
Duration of 

activities
Others

22%
25%

28%

99%

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%
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A mind map from Lillian’s notebook

Kanji and
Chinese Characters

Learning Simple
Japanese Words

to appreciate
different kinds of 

paper artwork

to learn the techniques
of beautiful Chinese

writing

to appreciate different
kinds of stage
performances

to taste and enjoy
different Asian

cuisines

to compare between
the spirits and beliefs

of the two sports

to learn how to write and
pronounce Hiraganas and

Katakanas

to learn about
loanwords Chinese in Japanese

Cultural exchange plans
(Japan Cultural Exchange Tour)

Chinese Calligraphy Geisha Performance vs
Chinese Opera

Sushi Bar and
Dim Sum Buffet

Chinese Paper Cutting vs
Japanese Origami

Watching Sumo Wrestling
and Chinese Kung Fu
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An extract from a thread on a students’ public forum 

The career workshops at the Language Council were fantastic!

Mimi Lam
Date: 28/06/20XX 20:30

I attended two of its workshops – Business Etiquette and Dress Code. The 
atmosphere was wonderful. The content of the workshops was rich and 
obviously the speakers were well-prepared. It’s definitely worth more than 
$15! 

Olivia Hui
Date: 28/06/20XX 21:15

Right, $15 – it costs really nothing! I also enrolled in those 2 workshops, 
Mimi. I really think that the speakers are professional. I’d never been to a 
career workshop with so many people asking questions at the end before. 
I learnt a lot about smart and decent grooming. But I wish the workshops 
lasted longer, say two hours perhaps. 

Ivan Leung
Date: 29/06/20XX 10:10

I did not notice that I had made so many mistakes in my CV till I 
attended the workshop – What is a good CV. Thanks Language Council! 
The speaker spoke a bit too fast but he did mention a lot of important 
points about what makes a good CV. The information he gave was very 
practical.

Ivy Chan
Date: 29/06/20XX 12:45

Yes, I also found that the speaker spoke too fast, sometimes. Maybe it was 
because of the limited time. So, I suggest lengthening the workshop to 
two hours. It’s good that the speaker made a comparison between a good 
and a bad CV and gave us so many supporting examples. A wonderful 
workshop that one shouldn’t have missed! 

Nana Liu
Date: 30/06/20XX 23:10

I don’t think the speakers spoke too fast. The pace was okay. But I felt the 
room was a bit crowded. Didn’t you guys think so? And I wanted to know 
more about the speakers’ background. Not much was mentioned actually. 
I suggest making a separate leaflet for that next time as well as distributing 
some handouts, if possible. Anyway, the workshops were nice, in general. 

Lily Wong
Date: 01/07/20XX 18:30

I’m sorry to say that. I found that my workshop wasn’t that appealing. It 
was about how to write an application letter and the problem was that the 
speaker only spoke in English. Maybe it would have been better if it had 
been in both English and Cantonese?! 

Narnia Cheung
Date: 01/07/20XX 19:25

I was there every evening and on Saturday as well. I’m really glad that 
I went to every workshop. I’ve learnt so much. Every workshop was 
equally important. At first, I thought the workshops would be more 
theory-based. But they all turned out to be practical. Not only have I 
improved my writing and interview skills, I’m now also more alert to the 
concerns of employers.
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CLASSROOM SCORE HIGH IN HKDSE ENGLISH MOCK PAPERS (BOOK A)
Tapescripts

SET 1
 Track 1
Announcer: Part A.
 Situation.
 Amy Wong is a Secondary 5 student. Her neighbouring school is suspending classes 

as one of the students has been diagnosed as having a dangerous disease. Her school 
is preparing to close soon. In Part A, you will have a total of four tasks to do. Follow 
the instructions in the Question-Answer Book and on the recording to complete the 
tasks. You will find all the information you need in the Question-Answer Book and 
on the recording. You now have two minutes to familiarise yourself with Tasks 1 to 4.

(2 minutes of music)

(Tone)

Announcer: Task 1.
 Amy’s teacher, Miss Lee, is now hosting a talk. She is talking with a representative 

from the government. The representative is giving advice to students on their hygiene 
habits during the outbreak. Listen to the discussion and write the information in the 
spaces below. You now have 30 seconds to study the task. At the end of the task, 
you will have 30 seconds to tidy up your answers.

(30 seconds of music)

(Tone)

Miss Lee: Hello, students. Today we have the honour to have Dr Chan with us. Dr Chan is a 
representative from the Department of Health. Welcome Dr Chan.

Dr Chan: Thanks for inviting me. It’s my job to give talks at schools on the prevention of 
infectious diseases. We want schools to be aware of swine influenza.

Miss Lee: Ah, right. Flu! People are used to saying that summer is the traditional peak for 
seasonal influenza.

Dr Chan: True. We call it the ‘summer peak for seasonal influenza’. Yet this year we have a 
new challenge, the swine flu.

Miss Lee: Right! Our neighbouring school has just been closed due to an infected student, and 
our school is planning to close as soon as next week. So Dr Chan, do you have any 
advice for our students on their personal hygiene habits?

Dr Chan: Of course! First, during the school closure, students are strongly advised to stay at 
home instead of going to crowded places with poor ventilation.

Miss Lee: So what do you mean by ‘with poor ventilation’?
Dr Chan: If there’re too many people in a place, the flow of air will be slow, especially in 

crowded areas such as Mong Kok and Causeway Bay.
Miss Lee: So how can we ensure better ventilation?
Dr Chan: Open the windows and let fresh air in.
Miss Lee: I see. Now, anything to note when students stay at home?
Dr Chan: They should ensure their home is very clean.
Miss Lee: Wait. What do you mean by that? Meaning they should spend hours mopping the 

floor?
Dr Chan:  Of course not! They don’t need to spend that much time mopping the floor but 

disinfect the floor with 1 in 99 diluted household bleach. Doing it twice a day is 
good enough!

Miss Lee: Alright. What about the students’ personal hygiene?
Dr Chan: Always wash their hands before they eat and after going to the toilet.
Miss Lee: OK. Dr Chan, how can students build up good body immunity? Do you have any 

good suggestions?

1

SET 1 
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CLASSROOM SCORE HIGH IN HKDSE ENGLISH MOCK PAPERS (BOOK A)

HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 4 
SPEAKING

Instructions to Candidate

The speaking examination will consist of two parts: Part A, Group Interaction; and Part B, Individual Response. 
You will be given ten minutes to prepare and eight minutes for the Group Interaction (for a group of three 
candidates you will be given six minutes for the discussion). After the Group Interaction, the examiner will ask 
you one or more questions based on your discussion.

Part A Group Interaction (Preparation: 10 minutes; discussion: 8 minutes per group of four candidates)

You have ten minutes to prepare for the Group Interaction. You may take notes on the notecard provided. During 
the discussion you can refer to your notes. DO NOT write anything on this instruction sheet.

Below is an article from a youth magazine:

Going virtual

How do you communicate with your friends every day? And how do you make friends nowadays?

Right now, computer applications like Instagram and Twitter are on the lips of teenagers around 
the world. They now interact with each other via an assortment of electronic hook-ups, without any 
geographical boundaries. The electronic media offers instant convenience with its easily accessible 
functions – chats, transfer of photos, songs, files, and even videos. All you need to do is to sit in 
front of a computer and type on the keyboard. The ease of communication is at your fingertips!

Are electronic communications necessarily a blessing for us? Some sociologists share deep 
reservations. Without genuine face-to-face contact, they totally exclude emotional interactivity. 
The absence of voice and gestures may give rise to misunderstanding, as well as doubts over 
privacy and Internet security.

No matter how diverse public opinion is towards electronic communications, it seems inevitable 
for them to develop even further. In view of this, teenagers should be well-informed about all the 
potential dangers they may face in the virtual world to better protect themselves.

Your group wants to write an article for your school magazine about the pros and cons of electronic 
communications. You may want to talk about:

  why electronic communications have developed so quickly in recent years

  the potential dangers brought about by electronic communications

  how teenagers can protect themselves against these potential dangers

  anything else you think is important
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Part B Individual Response (one minute per candidate)

Questions for Part B

1. Do you regularly communicate with your friends online?

2. What do you usually do when you are online?

3. Do you think teenagers nowadays are too dependent on electronic communications?

4. Have you or your friends ever encountered any dangers while online?

5. How can teenagers be educated about the dangers of being online?

6. What can happen if teenagers aren’t careful about how they make friends on the Internet?

7. Have you ever heard of ‘Internet addiction’?

8. How do you prefer to stay in touch with your friends, by talking online or seeing each other face-to-face?

9. Do you think the electronic media is a necessary blessing or an evil?

10. How can parents help to protect their children from the potential harm associated with electronic media?

AudioAudioAudioAudio
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Answer Key
CLASSROOM SCORE HIGH

HKDSE ENGLISH MOCK PAPERS (BOOK A)

Set 1
Paper 1

Part A   (41 marks)

READING

Q. Answer Line ref. Skill
1. the ranking 2 Making references

2. Shanghai and Shenzhen 4 Making references

3. (i) siblings
(ii) chauffeurs

16
15

Understanding the meaning of words 
and expressions 

4. (i) pay
(ii) basic
(iii) mindset
(iv) proud

29
13
19
23

Locating explicit information

5. B, C 15, 22,  
32-33 

Locating explicit information
(2018 Q4)

Look at the pictures carefully and associate key words with each picture. Then scan through the text to see if relevant key 
words appear. Option B is not mentioned because people were lining up with water buckets according to paragraph 5. 
Option E is mentioned as the text points out that teenagers spend plenty of time on their appearance in paragraph 6. In this 
picture, we can guess that the girl is wondering if the clothes suit her.

6. B 31-32 Understanding the meaning of words 
and expressions
(2018 Q58)

‘Instead of’ is used to say what is not used. The new generation does not choose to build a well-established life. They 
choose to earn easy money and spend time on their appearance. Therefore, option B is the answer. 

7. a. old generation
b. old generation
c. new generation
d. new generation

26-27
27-28
15
33

Identifying views and attitudes 

8. Because the new generation spends a lot of time building a social life 
on the Internet. 

33 Understanding the reasons

9. (i) other people // others // their parents
(ii) other families
(iii) child 
(iv) look

14-15
28
15
32

Locating explicit information
Making inferences

10. (i) Survey by a non-profit association
(ii) Survey by a youth group

42-43
36-38

Locating explicit information

11. C 44 Identifying the main ideas

12. (i) They may keep challenging the authorities.
(ii) They do not have good relationships with their  
 family. // Traditional family values are being  
 challenged. (Accept any reasonable answer.) 

39-40
41-46

Identifying the main ideas

13. (i) established
(ii) alarmed

50
45

Understanding the meaning of words 
and expressions

14. proper nurturing 51 Following the development of ideas
(2019 Q2)

‘Solution’ means ‘the answer to a problem’. After talking about the background and details of a problem, the solution is 
often provided at the end of the article, either by the writer himself, or by some professionals or officials.  

15. C 51 Identifying views and attitudes

16. F 36-37 Making straightforward inferences 

17. A Recognising stylistic features 
Identifying tone and mood

A: The writer criticises and shows disapproval of the post-millennials throughout the text.
B: This is a fairly formal text. Its target audience could be readers of a magazine.
C: The text is factual rather than literary.
D: The writer not only describes the new generation’s characteristics, but also expresses his own view. 

18. II. D
III. A
IV. B

13-34
36-46
48-51

Identifying the main ideas
(2017 Q60)

I: The writer gives background of the rise of the post-millennials.
II: The writer points out the negative behaviour and attitudes of the post-millennials.
III: The writer lists survey results to support his claims.
IV: The thought of a government official is quoted at the end of the text.  

DSE

DSE

DSE

DSE

in any order
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6  LEARNING ENGLISH THROUGH POPULAR CULTURE: ARTICLE DSE  (2019 Q5)

Pop culture is moulding a lost generation

In my opinion, popular culture adversely affects teenagers in Hong Kong in many ways. The problem is particularly severe in pop 
music, social media influencers and the trendy gadget craze.

Listening to pop music is part of teenage life. However, it does not help promote teenagers’ intellectual development. Today, most lyrics 
of popular songs from well-known idol groups are about romance: falling in love, breaking up and cheating in a relationship. This gives 
teenagers the false notion that having a romantic relationship is the most important thing in life. The fact is that most songs are far from 
being inspirational or uplifting, and some other lyrics even contain foul language and show fascination with evil and violence. I cannot 
deny that there are good songs with positive and encouraging messages, but there are just very few of them. Pop music obviously has bad 
effects on teenagers’ values and their attitudes towards life.

Are influencers really here to inspire? In fact, everyone has felt the pressure exerted on us by the ever so powerful social media. The truth 
is that these influencers or KOLs are faking a glamorous life that they want the world to see. They post heavily edited photos to show 
how ‘gorgeous’ they look and to show off clothes that you just can’t afford. Influencers are affecting us: with the rise of social media, we 
have become a generation that is image-obsessed. When seeing how amazing the recent vacations of your favourite YouTubers are, you 
may feel envious at first. But later, you may become depressed when you realise that you can never have a luxurious vacation at those 
exclusive destinations. Our generation feel like failures and losers. Finally, our financial state is being put at risk since influencers can 
use their power to make you buy something you do not need.

Talking about trendy gadgets, nowadays most teenagers cannot live without a mobile phone or a game console. However, the portrayal 
of these gadgets as fashion accessories promotes materialistic values among teenagers. A gadget is no longer a tool of communication 
or entertainment but a status symbol. In their minds, the newer and more expensive the model is, the cooler it looks. Who doesn’t want 
the latest iPhone or PlayStation? What is more serious, teenagers spend hours texting or playing video games, but they never want to talk 
with their family. What an unhealthy phenomenon!

Pop culture has been permeating our world, and slowly leading us to a path heading for disasters. Young people need more positive and 
rational messages to counteract the tide of harmful popular culture. The earlier we act, the bigger the difference we can make to our 
next generations. (453 words)

7  LEARNING ENGLISH THROUGH SHORT STORIES: CREATIVE STORY ABOUT AN ANIMAL DSE  (2017 Q3)

The Giraffe in the Library

‘It was a very hot day here in Africa, with a drizzle falling on the lush green meadows under the golden sun. Jeff ran towards me in the 
enclosure. Though it was the first time I saw him, a feeling of intimacy came over me. He was so adorable that my heart melted. I was 
really happy that Jeff had come to our centre.’ Mary, the carer, recalled with great delight.

Mary was the oldest carer of the wildlife rehabilitation centre. She took good care of Jeff the Giraffe since he had been sent to the 
centre. Mary was like a mother to Jeff. Although Jeff was an orphan, he lived a happy life and enjoyed Mary’s company. Jeff was a 
foodie. He ate lots of leaves and twigs every day. As a result, the grassy and wooded area of the centre became Jeff's habitat. Mary got up 
early to water, fertilise the trees and trim some weeds to ensure Jeff had sufficient food and a comfortable enclosure. 

Jeff was smart and Mary taught him many things. At first, Jeff did not know how to reach leaves at tree tops. So, Mary decided to make 
a corrector to help Jeff raise his neck. When he made progress, Mary would stroke him gently. With her unremitting efforts, Jeff was 
able to take the leaves off any part of the tree. After several days, Mary taught Jeff to pick apples from the trees. She put some baskets on 
the grass and Jeff carried the apples to the specific basket as Mary instructed. Once, Jeff was hit by an apple on his head, and then the 
apple slid down his neck. Mary could not help but burst into laughter. She also taught Jeff to dance. Every time Jeff danced, he would 
turn around and slightly move his neck. It seemed that Jeff enjoyed his dancing hours very much. Mary cherished every moment she 
spent with Jeff, so she made a video about Jeff. Surprisingly, the cute video went viral on the Internet. A large number of people who 
watched the video on the Internet even went to the centre to visit them. 

Time passed and Mary became too old to work in the centre. They had to leave each other. When their fans heard this heart-breaking 
news, they spared no effort to call for help from the government. Some of them left messages on online forums. Some contacted the 
local media. Many of them dropped letters into the suggestion boxes of the relevant offices hoping to bring the matter to the attention 
of the departments concerned. Delightedly, their efforts proved to be worthwhile. In light of their popularity and with the aim of 
propagating the power of human-animal bond, the government made a decision to invite Mary and Jeff to be the ambassadors of the 
wildlife section of the national library.

At the moment of re-encounter, Jeff ran towards Mary. She held him by his long leg and wept tears of joy. Thanks to the support of 
their fans, Mary could be back with Jeff. Finally, they had a rewarding job and grew old together. (529 words)

EngDSE BKA_Answer Key_(Set1_4pr )_(Set2_4pr )_( Set3_4pr )_( Set4_5pr).indd   7 5/3/2021   16:11:06



 44SET 3

Task 7   (15 marks)

Task completion = 6 marks

1. a suitable subject DF6 4.
receiving bilingual education (English and 
Mandarin)

DF6, 9

2. having short hair and wearing glasses DF6, 8 5. studying at St Lawrence Secondary School DF6, 9

3. enclosing a photo of myself DF6, 8 6. interested in the performing arts DF6, 8

Language = 5 marks Organisation and coherence = 2 marks Appropriacy = 2 marks

Register:  a personal email to introduce yourself to your host family
Tone:   friendly, showing gratitude 
Style:   not too informal as this is the first correspondence (the sender and receiver do not know each other)
Structure: a proper salutation, a clear subject, a friendly opening, a polite ending, and a complimentary close

Suggested Answer
Subject: Greetings from Hong Kong

Dear Mrs Matsumoto,

I am Lillian Wong, the exchange student who will be coming to stay with your family at Easter. I am writing to introduce myself. 
Thank you very much for letting me stay at your place.

Let me tell you something about myself. I have short hair and wear glasses. I’ve attached a photo of myself to this email. As for my 
education, I am receiving bilingual education—English and Mandarin—at St Lawrence Secondary School. Also, I am interested in the 
performing arts. 

I am looking forward to meeting you and your family.

Best regards,
Lillian

Part B2

Task 8   (18 marks)

Task completion = 12 marks

1. A suitable subject DF2

Objectives of the tour

2. to widen the vision of students DF1, 2

3. to create more chances for students to experience different lifestyles out of Hong Kong DF1, 2

Details of the tour

4. Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka - locations DF1, 2, 9

5. 10 days / 6-15 April - duration DF1, 2, 7, 8

6. HK$3,000 DF1, 2

7. including a return ticket (from Hong Kong to Japan) DF1, 2

8. including accommodation costs DF1, 2

9. including entrance fees to (some of the Japanese) museums and shrines DF1, 2

10. excluding fees of special excursions DF1, 2

Application documents, contact and enquiry

11. an application letter, a proposal and an application form DF1, 2

12. enquiry@sta.com.hk, www.sta.com.hk DF1, 2

Language = 2 marks Organisation and coherence = 2 marks Appropriacy = 2 marks

Register:  an internal email about an exchange programme
Style:   not too formal as the audience is fellow members
Structure: an appropriate subject, an opening giving background information, and an ending promoting the tour
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Suggested Answer
Subject: Easter Japan Cultural Exchange Tour by STA

Dear Members,

STA is going to organise a cultural exchange tour in Japan. I would like to share information about the tour with you. The exchange 
tour aims to widen the vision of students and create more chances for them to experience different lifestyles out of Hong Kong. 

This Easter, the exchange tour will take its participants to Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka from 6th April to 15th April. The cost of the 
10-day-tour is just HK$3,000, which includes a return ticket, the accommodation costs and the entrance fees to museums and shrines 
(special excursions will be at participants’ own expense).   

To apply for a place in the tour, you need to prepare an application letter, a proposal and an application form. For more information, 
please send an email to enquiry@sta.com.hk or visit their website at www.sta.com.hk.

I hope I will be given the opportunity to join the tour. If you are interested in joining the next tour, please check out the latest news 
from STA.

Best regards,

Lillian Wong

Task 9   (17 marks)

Task completion = 8 marks

1. Title: Proposal on Japan Cultural Exchange Tour DF2

Goals of the programme plan

2. to facilitate intercultural understanding DF2, 3

3. to learn about cultures, traditions and heritage of China and Japan DF2, 4

Suggested activities

4. Kanji and Chinese characters: to learn about Chinese loanwords in Japanese DF2, 5

5. watching sumo wrestling and Chinese kung fu: to compare the spirits and beliefs of the two sports DF2, 5

6. Chinese paper cutting vs Japanese origami: to appreciate different kinds of paper artwork DF2, 5

7. geisha performance vs Chinese opera: to appreciate different kinds of stage performances DF2, 5

8. sushi bar and dim sum buffet: to taste and enjoy different Asian cuisines DF2, 5

Language = 5 marks Organisation and coherence = 2 marks Appropriacy = 2 marks

Register:  a proposal for an exchange tour
Tone:   brief and concise
Style:   reasonably formal 
Structure: a relevant title is needed; headings and numbered paragraphs can be used

Suggested Answer
Proposal on Japan Cultural Exchange Tour

The following programme plan is intended for the Japan Cultural Exchange Tour at Easter. 

Goals of the Programme Plan
The proposed plan aims to facilitate intercultural understanding and help exchange students learn about the cultures, traditions and 
heritage of China and Japan.

Suggested Activities 
The plan is composed of the five activities below. Their purposes are in line with the goals mentioned. 

1. Kanji and Chinese Characters 
By studying Kanji and Chinese characters, students can learn more about Chinese loanwords in Japanese.

2. Watching Sumo Wrestling and Chinese Kung Fu 
The spirits and beliefs of the two sports can be compared through the activity.

3. Chinese Paper Cutting vs Japanese Origami 
Participants can appreciate the two different kinds of paper artwork.

4. Geisha Performance vs Chinese Opera 
Participants can appreciate the stage performances from the two cultures.

5. Sushi Bar and Dim Sum Buffet 
Students are given the opportunities to taste and enjoy different Asian cuisines.

It is hoped that the activities can help exchange students make the most of the tour. With your approval, we can start working on the 
details of the activities.
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Note: You may refer to the vocabulary items in bold and the oral expressions underlined.

Part A

Sample Discussion

A: Are we all ready to start? We need to discuss the points related to cross-cultural relationship that we’re going to include in an online 
youth magazine. Why don’t we first talk about the reasons leading to the increase in the number of cross-cultural relationships? I 
think the imbalance of the male and female population in Hong Kong is one of the explanations for this phenomenon.

D: I do think so. Recently, the gap between the number of local males and females is widening year by year. When I’m walking around 
Hong Kong, I also observe that the number of girls is more than that of boys. So I think there’re not enough Hong Kong guys for all 
the Hong Kong girls. Now, the girls resort to dating guys of other nationalities.

B:  I agree that the current Hong Kong imbalanced population leads to more cross-cultural relationships. And the social status of Hong 
Kong females is rising today. They’re better educated than in the past and can be as successful as men in their careers. Take female 
government officials as an example, they contribute a lot to making Hong Kong a better city.

C: That’s true. Many Hong Kong women now look for men who are more able and better off. Many westerners living in Hong Kong 
are earning a lot and doing good business. Hong Kong females are willing to marry foreigners for better living conditions. That’s 
why there’re more couples of different races.

A: I’ve one more point to add, actually. I think Chinese people nowadays are more open-minded and keen on knowing more about the 
West. The older generation believed that we should not marry ‘foreigners’ who are too liberated or perhaps behave improperly. 
Take my grandma as an example, she doesn’t like me making friends with students from the neighbouring international school 
because she describes them as ‘naughty’ and ‘not following rules’... 

B: Sorry to interrupt...it seems we’ve come up with several reasons for the increase in cross-cultural marriages. Perhaps it’s time to 
talk about the problems and benefits of cross-cultural marriage. Concerning problems, I think this kind of marriage can be a clash of 
contradictory attitudes and values and can even lead to a lot of family conflicts.

C: Yes... I remember watching a television programme discussing the phenomenon of the rising cross-cultural marriage. Several 
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Paper 4 SPEAKING

Task 10   (17 marks)

Task completion = 8 marks

Information about the tour

1. to widen the vision of students DF1, 6

2. to create more chances for students to experience different lifestyles out of Hong Kong DF1, 6

3. 24 participants DF6, 9

4. 10 days in Tokyo DF1, 6, 7, 8

Special things learnt, experienced or realised during lessons or excursions

5. traditional Japanese customs during the lecture at Meiji Shrine DF6, 7, 8

6. 50 new types of origami at a traditional origami school in Shinjuku DF6, 7, 8

7. lion dance performed in Japanese style at Tokyo China Town DF6, 7, 8

8. the difficulties of being a geisha from an interview at Japan’s oldest geisha school  DF6, 7, 8

Language = 5 marks Organisation and coherence = 2 marks Appropriacy = 2 marks

Register:  a short speech given by an exchange student 
Tone:   recalling a rewarding trip 
Purpose:  sharing experience of the tour

Suggested Answer
Hi everyone,

I’ve recently joined an exchange tour organised by the Student Travelling Association (STA). I’m going to share my experience with 
you.

The tour aimed to widen the vision of students and create more chances for them to experience different lifestyles out of Hong 
Kong. The 10-day-tour had 24 participants. Different groups went to different cities in Japan. The city my group visited was Tokyo.

During the lessons and excursions of the tour, there were some memorable moments. I learnt about many traditional Japanese 
customs during the lecture at Meiji Shrine. I was also taught 50 new types of origami by a traditional origami school in Shinjuku. I’d 
never known the lion dance could be performed in Japanese style until I watched the lion dance performance at Tokyo China Town. 
Lastly, the interview with a geisha trainee at Japan’s oldest geisha school showed me the difficulties of such a unique profession.

The tour was rewarding, and I hope more of you can experience new things by travelling. Thank you.
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 2.2.3  Blog Post: Live Chinese opera performance  DSE 2020 Q9  
網誌發帖：中國戲曲現場表演

STRUCTURE 結構 EXAMPLE 例子

Introduction 首段

- Briefly introduce the 
experience  
簡述經歷

- Mention feelings 提及感想

Had it not been for the cultural orientation (文化導賞) offered 
to me by a friend, I’d never have watched a live Chinese Opera 
performance. Like most visitors to this modern international 
city, I turned away from (厭惡) its traditions and preferred 
contemporary culture (當代文化).

Body 正文

- Describe the experience  
描述經歷

- Explain why the experience  
is memorable  
解釋為何該經歷如此難忘

 � Personal tone 個人語調
 � Contractions 縮略形式
 � Abbreviations 縮寫詞
 � Colloquialisms 俗語
 � Idioms 慣用語
 � Imperatives 祈使句

Hot TipsHot Tips

• At first glance (乍看), the operas seemed unfamiliar. But it 
turned out that (但結果是) they were similar to some of the 

Broadway musicals I watched. It actually reminded me of Cats! 

• The plot (情節) was also intense (緊湊的) and entertaining (有
趣的). No wonder (難怪) the inspirational (啟發性的) story of 

Mulan has taken various forms ranging from a famous folklore 

(民間傳說), a Chinese opera to a Hollywood movie. 

• The dramatic (誇張的) make-up and glamourous costumes 

(華麗的戲服) were really attractive to the eyes. They helped 

getting the audience to immerse in an imaginative world (沉
浸在幻想的世界).

• I was amazed (感到驚訝) by the inextricable connection 
(千絲萬縷的聯繫) between acrobatic moves (特技動作) and 

music. 

Conclusion 結論

- Give a remark 發表評論

- Invite comments 邀請留言

Please leave comments and let me know what you think 
about watching any live theatrical (劇場的) performance.

 Useful Expressions: Opportunities & marathons DSE 2017 Q2  
實用字句：機遇與馬拉松 DSE 2018 Q2

G Once in a while (偶爾), I would imagine what could have happened if I had become a professional 
gamer (職業遊戲玩家).

G Looking back on (回顧) my wrong decisions, I often beat myself up (自責) for being so timid (膽怯
的) or afraid.

G During the lockdown (封鎖期), I grabbed the chance (抓住機會) and spent my days making videos 
reviewing online games (評論網上遊戲).

G The training was not wasted after all (終究). I’m glad I took the risks (冒險) and left no regrets (遺憾).

G	Marathon	training	is	definitely	the	best	way	to	boost (提高) your endurance (耐力).

G Not only can marathon train your mind, but it also allows you to do exercise for a worthy cause (有
意義的事).
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 2.2.7  News Report (I): Analyse a social issue  DSE 2020 Q3  
新聞報道(I)：分析社會問題

STRUCTURE 結構 EXAMPLE 例子

Headline 頭條 Are small stationery shops dying? (小型文具店存活不了嗎？)

Introduction 引言

- Background and 
thesis statement  
背景及篇章主題

It is not hard to notice that (不難注意到) stationery shops are steadily 
disappearing (逐漸消失) in every neighbourhood (社區) in the city. What is 

causing this small business to decline (衰落)?

Body 正文

- Give reasons  
給予原因

- Express opinions  
表達意見

- Provide support  
提供依據

• In the digital age (在數碼化時代), pen and paper is very likely to face 

demise (告終). The demand for stationery items is no doubt falling.

• Chain stores (連鎖店) are taking up the market (正搶佔市場). In a 
recent survey conducted by an online concern group (網上關注團體最
近進行的一項調查顯示), most respondents (受訪者) would prefer to buy 

stationery items from chain stores—supermarkets, houseware stores (家
品店) and fancy lifestyle one-stop shops (精品生活一站式商店).    

• ‘Small stationery shops have stopped delighting (使滿意) me a long 

time ago with their products,’ a customer in Eslite Bookstore said, ‘They 

seemed to be stuck in the past (困在過去)’. 

• Be that as it may (話雖如此), the surviving (存活下來的) small stationery 

shops have their own fans because of their nostalgic vibes (懷舊的氛圍) 

and vintage (古董) items.

Conclusion 結論

- Future predictions 
對未來的預測

A few independent stationers (文具商) will continue to offer unique (獨特的) 

products and diversifying (多樣化的) services. They may even transform 
into (轉型為) the coolest spots for hipsters (趕時髦的人) in town (城內). 

 Useful Expressions: Analysing a current issue 實用字句：時事分析

G We are looking for a means to combating (我們正尋找打擊⋯⋯的方法) teenage drug abuse.

G Advocates (倡導者) of animal rights have expressed concern over the issue (對該問題表示關注).

G ‘McRefugees’ (麥難民) are people who sleep in 24-hour McDonald’s outlets. 

G Some people can’t afford (負擔不了) air conditioning in their subdivided flat (劏房) which has no 
windows.

G Some people claim that mandating (強制) anyone to wear face masks is a violation (違反) of 
human rights

 � Write a headline 寫頭條
 � Semi-formal tone 半正式語氣
 � Include quotes from interviews 加入採訪引述
 � Use facts to add authenticity 用事實增添真實性

Hot TipsHot Tips
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 3.3  Text Types—Structures and Language 文體—結構和語言

 3.3.1  Report on Questionnaire or Survey Results:  DSE 2018 Task 7  
問卷或調查結果報告：

STRUCTURE 結構 EXAMPLE 例子

Title 標題
A report on… / An analysis (分析) of… / An examination (檢視) of… / 
A comparison of…

Introduction 引言

- Explain the purpose or 
background  
解釋目的或背景

• Due to (reason), (who) has / have conducted (進行) a questionnaire 
on (subject). 

• The aim of the report is to…

• This report was conducted to…

Body 正文

- Summarise the results  
撮要結果

• Overall, the respondents (回應者) like…best. 

• [Programme] proved to be the most popular… 

• Most prefer…to… (比起⋯⋯更喜歡⋯⋯)

• The majority do not like…

• One reason is that…The other reason is that…

• [Book] remained the best-selling (最暢銷)…

• The number dramatically increased (明顯地上升)…

• The number rose slowly…

• The number dropped steadily (穩定下降)…

• The rate reached a high point of…

• The rate hit a low point of…

Conclusion 結論

- Future actions 將來的行動

• Based on the findings, we should…

• It is recommended that…

 � Formal tone (can be less formal depending on the role and situation) 
正式語調 (可視乎當時的角色及情況，語調可不必太正式)

 � A report is different from an essay. 報告有別於論說文。
 � Use of sections, headings and bullet points: 部份、標題及點列式的使用方法：

Report on questionnaire results on…
1. Introduction
 This report is to provide information of…for the company meeting.

2. Summary of Responses
• Overall, the respondents found… 
• …

3. Actions Taken and Recommendations  
According to the comments received, …

Hot TipsHot Tips
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 4.2   Useful Group Interaction Expressions 
 實用小組討論語句

1. Initiating the discussion 開始討論

• Hi everybody, let’s begin, shall we?

• Good afternoon, …

• Good day, are we all ready to start?

• So let’s get started.

When you want to take turns to speak…  
當你想輪流發言時
� Don’t say ‘You go first’.
� Say ‘After you’.

Hot TipsHot Tips

2. Clarifying the discussion topic 界定題目

• Today we’re meeting to…

• Let’s discuss what to…first.

• As you know, we have to discuss…

• Let’s decide what we will talk about first.

• Let’s talk about the first point which / that is…

• The discussion is divided into three parts. First…

• Today, we need to discuss what / which…

3. Providing reasons 發表意見時提出原因

• As / Since…

• It’s because…

• My reason is that…

• ...for…

• The (main) reason why we should…is that…

Example of starting the discussion (開始討論的例子):

Hi everybody, let’s begin, shall we? Today we’re meeting to talk about our article in the school

 newspaper . It’s about Working Holiday Scheme  (工作假期計劃). Let’s decide 

what we will talk about first. How about the benefits of the scheme ? My reason is that 

it seems more appealing (吸引) to present the good points about the scheme

. You know, we can start our article by telling readers why they should consider

 joining the scheme .

As you know, we have to discuss what 
to write for the article.

Let’s talk about the first point which is 
the pros of going on a working holiday.

Today, we need to discuss what are 
the advantages of going overseas for 
a working holiday.

The reason why we should take a working 
holiday is that it is an experience we’ll 
never forget.

As participants have the chance to work and live like a local 
in a foreign country, they can become more independent. 
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